THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

house of BhrigUj seem to have ministered to him
as a deity.1

We are told that Hiranyakasipu had brought
the three worlds under his authority ; had usurped
the power of Indra, and exercised the functions of
the Sun, of air, of the lord of the waters^ of fire, and
of the Moon,2 In other words, the Daitya chief
claimed power over the elements, as did other
kings of Solar race.

Vasuki is represented as holding in his hand, or
sometimes in each hand, a discus or chakra.
Other Naga demi-gods are represented with a
similar discus, so too is Surya the Sun-god, and
so also is Vishnu.

The priests call the discus of Vasuki, Naga ka
bhan. This, no doubt, represents the sun, as did
the discus in the hand of Prithu, which has just
been referred to.

In a very ancient Accadian poem, Merodach the
Sun-god, says : " The sun of fifty faces (rays ?),
the lofty weapon of my divinity, Ibear."

(( The hero that striketh the mountains, the
propitious sun of the morning, that is mine,
Ibear.11

" My mighty weapon, which, like an orb, smites
in a circle the corpses of the fighters, Ibear,"

And again : " That which makes the light come

1 Vishnu Parana, I. xvii. 129 ; I. xviii. 134.
3 Ib. I. xvii. 12,6.
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